GENESIS

Author: Moses

Date: 1450-1410 B.C.

Span: 2500 Years

Theme: Man's Failure; God's Salvation
Key Verse: 1:1

I. PRIMEVAL HISTORY (1:1-11:32)
1. Creation (1:1-2:25)
2. The Fall (3:1-5:32)
3. The Flood (6:1-10:32)
4. The Tower of Babel (11:1-32)

II. PATRIARCHAL HISTORY (12:1-50:26)
1. Abraham (12:1-20:18)
2. Isaac (21:1-25:33)
3. Jacob (25:34-36:43)
4. Joseph (37:1-50:26)
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EXODUS

Author: Moses

Date: 1450-1410 B.C.

Span: 80 Years

Theme: Redemption by Blood
Key Verses: 3:8 & 12:23

I. THE EXODUS OCCURS (1:1-18:27).

1. It Is Projected Through Moses
1:1-4:31).

2. It Is Obstructed By Pharaoh
(5:1-11:10).

3. It Is Effected By The Lord
(12:1-18:27).

II. THE LAW EMERGES (19:1-24:18).
1. The "Commandments" Are Moral
(19:1-20:26).
2. The "Judgments" Are Social
(21:1-23:9).
3. The "Ordinances" Are Religious
(23:10-
24:18).

III. THE TABERNACLE IS ERECTED
(25:1-40:38).
1. There Is Design (25:1-31:18).
2. There Is Delay (32:1-34:35).



3. There Is Completion (35:1-40:38).
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LEVITICUS

Author: Moses

Date: 1450-1410 B.C.

Theme: Fellowship Through Sanctification
Key Verses: 17:11 & 19:2

I.THE GROUND OF FELLOWSHIP IS
SACRIFICE (1:1-17:16).
1. The Offerings Signify Absolution (1:1-7:38).
2. The Priesthood Signifies Mediation
(8:1-10:20).
3. The People Learn Purification (11:1-16:34).
4. The Altar Signifies Reconciliation (17:1-16).

II. THE WALK OF FELLOWSHIP IS
SEPARATION (18:1-27:34).
1. Note The Regulations Concerning The People
(18:1-20:27).
2. Note The Regulations Concerning The Priests
(21:1-22:33)
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NUMBERS

Author: Moses

Date: 1450-1410 B.C.

Theme: Saved to Serve; Beware of Unbelief
Key Verse: 32:23

I. THE OLD GENERATION (1:1-14:45)
1. The Numbering Of The People (1:1-4:49).
2. The Instruction To The People (5:1-10:10).
3. The Journeying Of The People (11:1-14:45).

II. THE WILDERNESS WANDERING
(15:1-20:29)
1. The Lord Speaks With Regard To Their
Entering The Promised Land (15:1-16).
2. The Lord Speaks Concerning The Sacrifice
For Sins Of Error And The Punishment For
Sins Of Presumption (15:17-31).
3. An Illustration Of Presumption And Its
Punishment (15:32-36).
4. The Lord Distinguishes His People
(15:37-41).
5. The Aaronic Priesthood (16:1-18:32)
6. The Red Heifer (19:1-22).
7. The End Of The Wandering (20:1-29).

III. THE NEW GENERATION (21:1-36:13).
1. The New Journeying (21:1-25:18)
2. The New Numbering (26:1-27:23)

3. The New Instruction (28:1-36:13)
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DEUTERONOMY

Author: Moses

Date: 1450-1410 B.C.

Theme: Diving Faithfulness

Key Verses: 5:29; 10:12-13; 11:25-28; 28:1

I. MOSES HELPS ISRAEL TO LOOK
BACKWARD  (1:1-11:32).
1. He Reviews The Way Since Sinai (1:1-11:32).
2. He Reviews The Law Since Sinai (4:1-11:32).

II. MOSES HELPS ISRAEL TO LOOK
FORWARD (12:1-34:12).

1. He Issues Final Rules And Warnings To
Israel Before She Enters Her Earthly
Inheritance (12:1-30:20).

2. He Issues Final Words And Takes Action
Before Entering His Heavenly Inheritance
(31:1-34:12).

JOSHUA

Author: Joshua

Date: 1400-1370 B.C.

Theme: Demonstration of God's Faithfulness
Key Verses: 11:23; 21:44-45

Span: 25 years

I. ISRAEL ENTERS THE LAND (1:1-5:15).

1. Joshua's Charge Is The Instruction Of Faith
(1:1-18).

2. Jericho's Calculation Is The Intelligence
Of Faith (2:1-24).

3. Jordan's Crossing Is The Instance Of Faith

(3:1-17).

4. The Memorial's Construction Is The

Identification Of Faith (4:1-24).
5. Circumcision Is The Installation Of Faith
(5:1-15).

I1. ISRAEL SUBJUGATES THE PEOPLES
(6:1-12:24).

1. Jericho Is Destroyed (6:1-27).

2. Achan Is Disobedient (7:1-26).

3. Ai Is Disturbed (8:1-35).

4. Gibeon Is Ceceptive (9:1-27).

5. The Consortium Is Disrupted (10:1-11:23).

6. The Conquered Are Delineated (12:1-24).
IT1. ISRAEL OCCUPIES THE LAND (13:1-24:33).

1. The Allotment Of The Land Is The Reward Of



Faith (13:1-19:51).
2. The Allocation Of Cities Of Refuge Is The
Protection Of Faith (20:1-9).
3. The Apportionment Of Levitical Cities Is The
Preservation Of Faith (21:1-45).
4. The Altar Of Witness Is The Unification Of
Faith (22:1-34).
5. The Articulation Of Joshua Is The
Continuance Of Faith (23:1-24:33).
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JUDGES

Author: possibly Samuel

Date: 1050-1000 B.C.

Theme: Man's Wandering; God's Restoration
Key Verses: 21:25;2:12-16

Span: 335 years

I. SIN PROMOTES DETERIORATION IN THE
LAND (1:1-2:23)

I1. SAINTS PROVIDE DELIVERENCE TO THE

PEOPLE (3:1-16:31).

1. Apostasy Leads to Mesopotamian Servitude

(8 years) (3:5-8).

» Deliverence is through Othniel (3:9-11).

2. Apostasy Leads to Moabite and Philistine

Servitude (18 years) (3:12-14).

» Deliverence is through Ehud and Shamgar
(3:15-31).

3. Apostasy Leads to Canaanite Servitude (20
years)

(4:1-3) » Deliverence is through
Deborah and Barak

(4:4-5:31).

4. Apostasy Leads to Midianite Servitude (7
years)

(6:1-10).

» Deliverence is through Gideon (6:11-8:35).

5. Apostasy Leads to Philistine Servitude (18
years)

(10:6-18)

» Deliverence is through Jephthah

(11:1-12:7).

6. Apostasy Leada Again to Philistine Servitude
(40  years) (13:1).



» Deliverence is through Samson (13:2; 16:31)

I11. SIN PERSISTS IN ITS DESTRUCTION (17:1-
21:25).
1. Micah Hires A Personal Priest (17:1-13).
2. The Danites Confiscate Micah's Possessions
(18:1-31).
3. A Levite Embarks On A Tragic Journey
(19:1-30).
4. Israel Avenges The Levite Of The Benjamites'
Sin
(20:1-48).
5. Israel Establishes Peace With The Benjamites
(21:1-25).
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RUTH

Author: Unknown (possibly Samuel)
Date: 1050-1000 B.C.

Theme: Rest Through Redemption
Key Verses: 1:9; 3:1

Span: 30 years

I. RUTH DISCLOSES HERSELF AS THE
FAITHFUL DAUGHTER: Love Shows Resolve
(1:1-22).

II. RUTH DEMONSTRATES HERSELF AS THE
MOABITE PROVIDER: Love Shows Response
(2:1-23).

III. RUTH DISPLAYS HERSELF AS THE
VIRTUOUS PETITIONER: Love makes Request
(3:1-18)

IV. RUTH DISTINGUISHES HERSELF AS THE
BELOVED WIFE AND MOTHER: Love Reaps
Reward (4:1-22).
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I SAMUEL



Authors: Samuel, Nathan & Gad (See I Chronicles 29:29)
Theme: The Place and Power of Prayer

Key Verses: 1:10-27

Span: 94 years

I. SAMUEL IS THE LAST OF THE JUDGES
(1:1-7:17).
1. Notice His Birth And Early Life (1:1-2:36).
2. Notice His Calling And Office (3:1-21).
3. Notice His Times And Activities (4:1-7:14).
4. Samuel's Ministry Is Summarized (7:15-17).

II. SAUL IS THE FIRST OF THE KINGS
(8:1-15:35).
1. He Gains Appointment As King (8:1-10:27).
2. He Gives Promise In The Beginning
(11:1-12:25).
3. He Gravitates Toward Foolishness And Sin
(13:1-15:35).
4. Saul Suffers Rejection (15:23, 28, 35).

III. DAVID IS THE ANOINTED SUCCESSOR TO

SAUL (16:1-31:13).

1. He Is Anointed By Samuel (16:1-13).

2. He Performs Service Before Saul
(16:14-20:42).

3. He Lives For Years As A Fugitive
(21:1-30:31).

4. Saul Suicides (31:1-13).
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I SAMUEL

Authors: Nathan and Gad

Theme: "Be sure your sin will find you out."
Key Verse: 5:12

Span: 33 years

I. DAVID ENJOYS TRIUMPHS (1:1-12:31).
1. He Is King Over Judah (1:1-4:12).
(1) Judah's capitol is Hebron.
(2) Civil war rages for seven years.
2. He Is King Over Israel (5:1-12:31).
(1) Israel's capitol is Jerusalem.
(2) Conquests occur for thirteen years.

II. DAVID ENCOUNTERS TROUBLE (13:1-24:25).
1. Trouble Exists In His Family (13:1-18:33).



(1) Amnon sins against his sister, Tamar (v.
13).
(2) Absalom conspires and revolts against his
father, David (vv. 14-18).
2. Trouble Exists In His Nation (19:1-24:25).
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I KINGS

Author: Unknown (possibly Jeremiah)

Date: 550 BC

Theme: The Lord is Sovereign Ruler of Israel.
Key Verses: 22:19 with 9:4-9

Span: 118 years

I. MARK THE FORTY YEARS OF KING

SOLOMON'S REIGN (1:1-11:43).

1. Solomon Commences His Reign (1:1-4:34).

2. Solomon Constructs The Temple And Palace
(5:1-8:66).

3. Solomon Celebrates In Fame And Glory
(9:1-10:29).

4. Solomon's Corruption Leads To Decline
(11:1-43).

II. MARK THE FIRST EIGHTY YEARS OF THE

KINGDOM DIVIDED (12:1-22:53).

1. Rehoboam's Reign Is Marked With Disruption
(12:1-33).

2. Judah's Kings' List From Rehoboam Through
Jehoshaphat (13:1-53).

3. Israel's Kings' List From Jeroboam Through
Ahaziah (13:1-22:53).

4. Elijah The Prophet Ministers To Israel
(17:1-22:53).
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IT KINGS

Author: Unknown (possibly Jeremiah)

Date: 550 BC

Theme: Certain Fulfillment of the Lord’s Word.
Key Verses: 1:17;10:10; 17:23; and 24:2

Span: 286 years

I. REGARD THE RECORD OF THE NORTHERN



KINGDOM: ISRAEL (1:1-10:36).
1. Elijah Concludes His Ministry (1:1-2:12).
2. Elisha Continues The Ministry (3:1-10:36).

II. REGARD THE RECORDS OF BOTH KINGDOMS
(11:1-17:41).
1. Israel's Records (11:1-14:29; 17:1-41).
2. Judah's Records (15:1-16:20).

III. REGARD THE RECORD OF THE SOUTHERN
KINGDOM: JUDAH (18:1-25:30).
1. Hezekiah Reigns Well, But Judah Enters Exile
(18:1-20:21).
2. Manasseh and Amon Reign Wickedly (21:1-26).
3. Josiah Reigns and Establishes Reforms
(22:1-23:30).
4. Jehoahaz's Brief Reign Is Wicked (23:31-34).
5. Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, and Zedekiah Reign
Evilly
(23:35-24:20).
6. Judah Is Carried Away Captive Into Babylon
(25:1-30).
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I CHRONICLES

Author: Ezra

Date: 450-425 B.C.

Theme: The Lord Is Sovereign Lord
Span: 40 years

I. THE CHRONICLES RECORD JUDAH'S MAIN
GENEALOGIES (1:1-9:44).
1. The Genealogy from Adam to Jacob also
includes
Esau's lineage (1:1-54).
2. The Genealogy from Jacob to David also
includes
Caleb's lineage (2:1-55).
3. The Genealogy from David to Zedekiah
(3:1-24).
4. Tribal Genealogies are Noted and Land is
Allotted
(4:1-8:40).
5. Resettlement Occurs in Post-Exilic Times



(9:1-44).

II. THE CHRONICLES RECORD DAVID'S REIGN
AT JERUSALEM (10:1-29:30).
1. David Is The Anointed of the Lord (10:1-12:40).
2. The Ark is precious to the Lord (13:1-16:43).
3. The Covenant is the promise of the Lord
(17:1-21:30).
4. The Temple is the place of the Lord
(22:1-29:25).
5. David's Death brings Solomon to the Throne
(29:26-30).
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IT CHRONICLES

Author: Ezra

Date: 450-425 B.C.

Theme: Seeking and Serving the Lord
Key Verse: 20:20

Span: 433 years

I. THE CHRONICLES RECORD SOLOMON'S
FORTY YEARS' REIGN (1:1-9:31).
1. Solomon Ascends Early to the Throne (1:1-17).
2. Solomon Constructs the Temple (2:1-7:22).
3. Solomon Basks In His Own Glory (8:1-9:28).
4. Solomon Comes To The End Of His Days
(9:29-31).

II. THE CHRONICLES RECORD JUDAH'S

HISTORY TO THE EXILE (10:1-36:23).

1. Judah Experiences Disruption in the Kingdom
(10:1-19).

2. Judah Experiences The Reign Of Twenty Kings
(11:1-36:14).

3. Judah Experiences Deportation Into Babylon
(36:15-21).

4. Judah Receives The Edict of Cyrus (36:22-33).
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EZRA

Author: Ezra

Date: 456-444 B.C.

Theme: The spiritual, moral, and social restoration of
the remnant of Israel following the Babylonian
captivity [606-536 B.C.]

Key Verses: 1:3 and 7:10



Span: 24 years

I. ISRAEL RETURNS TO REBUILD THE TEMPLE
(1:1-6:22).
1. Cyrus Issues The Decree (1:1-11).
2. The Remnant Returns From Exile (2:1-70).
3. Israel Again Lays Jerusalem's Foundation (3:1-
13).
4. Enemies of Israel Hinder The Work (4:1-24).
5. Haggai And Zechariah Were The Prophets Of
Encouragement (5:1-17).
6. Darius' Decree Supported Rebuilding The
Temple (6:1-22).

II. ISRAEL RETURNS FOR THE REBUILDING OF

THE NATION (7:1-10:44).

1. Artaxerxes Issues The Decree (7:1a, 11-26).

2. Ezra, The Scribe, Emerges As The Leader
(7:1b-10, 27-28).

3. The Company Is Both Named And Numbered
(8:1-14).

4. Sacred Vessels And Gifts Are Brought To The
Lord (8:15-35).

5. Ezra's Intercessory Ministry Results In National
Repentance (9:1-15).

6. The Principal Achievement Was The Separation
and Dedication of the People (10:1-44).
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NEHEMIAH

Author: Nehemiah (possibly, Ezra)
Date: 445-425 B.C.

Theme: Triumph of the Righteous
Key Verses: 1:4 and 6:3

Span: 19 years

I. NEHEMIAH CONSTRUCTS THE WALL
(1:1-6:19).
1. He Petitions The Lord (1:1-11).
2. He Commences The Work (2:1-16).
3. He Exhorts The People (2:17-20).
4. Note Nehemiah's Constructionists (3:1-32).
5. Note Nehemiah's Obstructionists (4:1-6:14).



6. Note Nehemiah's Completion (6:15-19).

II. NEHEMIAH INSTRUCTS THE PEOPLE
(7:1-13:31).
1. He Registers The Remnant (7:1-73).
2. He Recites The Law (8:1-18).
3. He Consecrates The People (9:1-10:39).
4. He Populates The City (11:1-36).
5. He Dedicates The Walls (12:1-47).
6. He Eliminates Abuses (13:1-31).
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ESTHER

Author: Possibly Ezra [Augustine]; Possibly Mordecai
(9:29)

Date: 456-444 B.C.

Theme: The Reality of Divine Providence

Key Verse: 4:14

Span: 10 years

I. A CRISIS IS ANTICIPATED (1:1-5:14).
1. Vashti, The Queen, Is Deposed (1:1-22).
2. Esther, The Jewess, Becomes Queen (2:1-23).
3. Haman, The Prince, Plots A Massacre of the
Jews
(3:1-15).
4. Mordecai, The Jew, Pleads For His People
(4:1-17).
5. Esther, The Queen, Appeals To The King
(5:1-14).

II. THE CRISIS IS AVERTED (6:1-10:3).
1. Mordecai Is Honored By The King (6:1-14).
2. Haman Is Executed By The King (7:1-10).
3. The Jews Are Avenged By The King (8:1-17).
4. The Jews Institute The Feast Of Purim (9:1-32).
5. Mordecai Is Promoted to Premier (10:1-3).
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JOB

Author: (possibly Moses)

Date: 1450-1410 B.C.

Theme: Suffering of the Righteous
Key Verses:

Span: unknown



I. JOB WALLOWS IN DESPAIR (1:1-3:26).

II. JOB WRANGLES IN DEBATE (4:1-37:24).
1. Round One (4:1-14:22)
(1) Eliphaz, theologian, presents a
philosophical argument.
(2) Bildad, legalist, presents an
historical
argument.
(3) Zophar, dogmatist, presents an
orthodox argument.
2. Round Two (15:1-21:34).
3. Round Three (22:1-26:14)
4. Job’s Closing Argument (27:1-31:40).
5. Elihu Speaks to Job (32:1-37:24).

III. JOB RESTS IN WONDER (38:1-42:17).
1. The LORD Speaks to Job (38:1-42:6).
2. Job Receives a Reprieve (42:7-17).

PSALMS

Author: David, Korah, Asaph

Date: ¢ 1050 B.C.

Theme:

Key Verses:

Span: 1,000 years

I. Book One’s Songs of Worship Resemble Genesis

(1-
41).

II. Book Two’s Songs of Patriotism Resemble Exodus
(42-72).

III. Book Three’s Songs of Patriotism Resemble
Leviticus (73-89).

IV. Book Four’s Songs of Praise Resemble Numbers
(90-106).

V. Book Five’s Songs of Praise Resemble
Deuteronomy (107-150).

PROVERBS

Author: Solomon
Date: 950-700 B.C.
Theme:

Key Verses:

Span: n/a

I. SOLOMON EXHORTS HIS SONS TO BE WISE



(1:1-9:18).

II. SOLOMON EXPOSES HIS SONS TO THE
THOUGHTS OF WISE MEN (10:1-29:27). 1. He
Exposes Them First to His Own Thoughts
(10:1-22:16).2. He Exposes Them
Next to the Thoughts of
Others (22:17-24:34). 3. He
Exposes Them Finally to More of His Own
Thoughts (25:1-29:27).
III. SOLOMON EXPLAINS THE PRACTICE OF
WISDOM (30:1-31:31).
1. He Notes The Practice of Agur (30:1-33).
2. He Notes The Practice of King Lemuel
(31:1-
9).
3. He Notes The Practice of Wisdom in
Marriage
(31:9-31).

ECCLESIASTES

Author: Solomon
Date: 935 B.C.
Theme:

Key Verses:
Span: unknown

SONG OF SOLOMON

Author: Solomon
Date: 965 B.C.
Theme:

Key Verses:



ISATAH

Author: Isaiah

Theme: Salvation Through Judgment and Grace
Date: 740-680 B.C.

Key Verse: 1:18

I. DENUNCIATION OF ALL MANKIND (1:1-35:10).
1. Judah Is Denounced (1:1-6:13).
2. Israel Is Denounced (7:1-12:6).
3. Burdens Are Announced (13:1-23:18).
4. The World Is Denounced (24:1-27:13).
5. "Woes" Befall Jerusalem (28:1-33:24).
6. God Exhibits His Final Wrath: The Day Of Zion
(34:1-35:10).

II. PARTICULARIZATION OF ONE MAN
(36:1-39:8).
1. Hezekiah Encounters Trouble (36:1-22).
2. Hezekiah Experiences Deliverance (37:1-38).
3. Hezekiah Encounters Sickness (38:1-22).
4. Hezekiah Expresses Folly (39:1-8).

III. CONCILIATION OF A SPECIAL PEOPLE (40:1-
66:24).
1. The Conciliation Has Purpose: Comfort
(40:1-48:22).
2. The Conciliation Has A Prince: Christ
(49:1-57:21).
3. The Conciliation Has A Program: Glory
(58:1-66:24).
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JEREMIAH

Author: Jeremiah
Date: 627-585 B.C.
Theme:

Key Verses:

I. THE LORD CALLS THE PROPHET JEREMIAH
(1:1-19).
1. The Prophet Is Called To Serve (1:4-10).
2. The Prophet Is Confirmed By Signs (1:11-16).
3. The Prophet Is Comforted By Security
(1:17-19).

II. THE PROPHET CONFLICTS WITH THE PEOPLE
OF JUDAH (2:1-45:5).
1. The Prophet's Condemnations Gives Occasion
To  The Conflict (2:1-25:38).
2. The Prophet Is Affected By The Conflict
(26:1-29:32).
3. The Prophet Is Consoled Amid The Conflict
(30:1-33:26).
4. The Prophet Survives The Negative
Circumstances (34:1-45:5).

III. THE PROPHET CASTIGATES THE PEOPLES
NEARBY (46:1-51:64).

- Egypt

. Philistia

. Moab

. Ammon

Edom

. Damascus (Syria)

. Arabia

. Elam

. Babylonia

IV. THE PROPHET CONNOTES THE PERILS OF
JUDGMENT (52:1-34) [cf. II Kings 25; II
Chronicles 36; Jeremiah 39].
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LAMENTATIONS

Author: Jeremiah
Date: 586-585 B.C.
Theme:

Key Verses:

EZEKIEL

Author: Ezekiel
Date: 592-570 B.C.
Theme:

Key Verses:

DANIEL

Author: Daniel

Date: 550-537 B.C.
Theme:

Origin: in exile in Babylon

I. THE HISTORICAL SECTION CONCERNS
DANIEL'S RELATIONSHIP WITH CERTAIN
KINGS [605-562 B.C.] (1:1-6:28).

1. Daniel Relates to Nebuchadnezzar (1:1-4:37).
(1) The relationship commenced with
Daniel's

captivity (1:1-21).

(2) The relationship continued because of
Nebuchadnezzar's dream (2:1-49).

(3) The relationship cooled because of

Nebuchadnezzar's defiance (3:1-30).

(4) The relationship culminated in

Nebuchadnezzar's

second decree and second dream (4:1-37).
2. Daniel Relates To Belshazzar (5:1-31).
3. Daniel Relates To Darius And Cyrus (6:1-28).

II. THE PROPHETICAL SECTION CONCERNS
DANIEL'S VISIONS AND VISITATIONS
(7:1-12:13).
1. Daniel's First Vision Comes in the First Year
(7:1-28).
2. Daniel's Second Vision Comes in the Third
Year (8:1-27).
3. Daniel Receives A Visitor (9:1-27).



4. Daniel Receives A Message (10:1-21).

5. Daniel Delineates the Rise of the Antichrist
(11:1-45).

6. Daniel Heralds the Coming Great Tribulation
(12:1-13).
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HOSEA

Author:

Date: 710 B.C.
Theme:

Key Verses:

JOEL

Author:

Date: 835 B.C.
Theme:

Key Verses:

AMOS

Author:

Date: 755 B.C.
Theme:

Key Verses:

OBADIAH

Author:

Date: 840/556 B.C.
Theme:

Key Verses:

JONAH
Author:
Date: 680-612 B.C.
Theme:
Key Verses:

MICAH

Author:
Date: 700 B.C.



Theme:
Key Verses:

NAHUM

Author:

Date: 663-612 B.C.
Theme:

Key Verses:

HABAKKUK

Author:

Date: 607 B.C.
Theme:

Key Verses:

ZEPHANIAH

Author:

Date: 625 B.C.
Theme:

Key Verses:

HAGGAI

Author:

Date: 520 B.C.
Theme:

Key Verses:

ZECHARIAH

Author:

Date: 520-518 B.C.
Theme:

Key Verses:

MALACHI

Author:

Date: 450-400 B.C.
Theme:

Key Verses:



